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The following is a submission by the Westmorland and Lonsdale Green Party in response to 
the review of the Plan for SLDC 2014 - 2019. 

Your strategy

A widely available plan and an annual review with public engagement is to be welcomed. It 
supports your values of openness, transparency and empowerment of service users and 
employees.

We encourage you to divest your investments from carbon-based fossil fuels as a major 
contribution to your aspiration to reduce your carbon footprint.

More local

 Partnering with local councils, community groups and the voluntary sector to deliver 
or maintain services increases local participation and ownership – ‘neighbourhood 
working empowering communities to deliver on local priorities’ as you say. However, 
these partners need reasonable levels of funding and support. Cost saving should 
not be the only reason to move in this direction and partners should be adequately 
supported over the long term in order to provide the service effectively.

 ‘A mixed approach to delivery’ can encourage participation as well as save money 
on occasions. However, there are some services where profit and service delivery 
should not be combined. These should remain in the public sector or with voluntary 
sector partners.

Stewardship

 Enhancing the environment: We are particularly pleased to see your 
commitment to enhancing as well conserving the environment. We encourage 
you to state explicitly that this is on behalf of wildlife and ecosystems as well as 
for our communities.

Our Members, Our workforce

 Equitable pay: We would encourage you to adopt three policies that address 
equity and fairness:

o Pay at least the living wage to all council employees;
o Encourage local businesses, especially your partners and suppliers to do 

the same;
o Aim for a 1:10 ratio between the lowest paid and the highest paid in the 

Council.
 Training for councillors: To support councillors in their increasingly complex 

role we advocate that, as councils take on more responsibilities, councillors 
receive training in essential skills such as decision making. They should also be 
fully briefed on key topics relevant to the decisions being taken.
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Economy

 Public Transport: We encourage you to make more reference to encouraging 
support for public transport infrastructure in and out of and within the district for 
example 

o the electrification of the Furness line;
o the improvement of trans-Pennine rail routes;
o the development of electric car charging facilities;
o cycling in and around urban centres;
o car pool schemes;
o community transport schemes.

 The Living Wage: as mentioned above we encourage you to promote the 
adoption of the living wage and to lead by example. We are pleased to see your 
reference to the creation of ‘good jobs’ by which we understand meaningful, long 
term and reasonably paid work. Whilst we would like to see people in South 
Lakeland have ‘higher paid jobs’ we hope this will be achieved by raising salaries 
at the lower end rather than by extending the social divide with higher salaries at 
the top end of the range.

 Sustainable business: We encourage you to make specific reference to support 
for sustainable business development trends such as small and medium scale 
renewable energy, biomass, organic farming, shorter supply chains and local 
markets for local products.

 We encourage you to make Council procurements local wherever possible 
supporting local businesses and shortening supply chains with the added benefits 
of lower carbon emissions. 

 Town Centres: We are pleased to see your commitment to town centre plans, 
your aim to revitalise these facilities and support the local retailers and other 
businesses with initiatives such a wifi and specialist markets so that towns 
‘thrive’. We hope you will be more critical of planning applications for 
supermarkets and other corporate retailers that already saturate our towns and 
supress local businesses.

Housing

We have commented previously on the housing development plan for the district. We are 
pleased to see the targets you have set for affordable homes, empty homes and 
homelessness.

 Sustainable builds: We think your aspirations for sustainably built, energy efficient 
homes with good public transport and cycling links should be strengthened so that 
the highest standards of sustainability are at the leading edge of developments and 
mandatory on private sector construction.

 Green spaces: We are concerned about the space devoted to wildlife, play. parks, 
allotments and gardens is minimal. It is our view that this should be enhanced in 
order that you can meet your aspirations for health and wellbeing as well as for 
environmental enhancement. 

 Retrofitting: We encourage you to make a commitment to supporting the retrofitting 
existing property in order to reduce the district’s carbon footprint and lower fuel bills. 
This will also support the growth in local businesses providing these services.

 Local suppliers: We encourage you to set a target for the involvement of local 
building firms in new housing developments. This will not only support local 
businesses but give them the chance to develop their skill base in building state of 
the art housing.
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 Self Builds: Given the demand from self builders we call on you to make land 
available within the housing development plan for self builders.

Environment

 Carbon reduction: We think you should celebrate more widely the carbon 
reductions you have already achieved. However, given the national target of a 
reduction in carbon emissions by 80% by 2050, we think your target of 5% by 2019 is 
far too conservative. We encourage you to revise this target upwards. We encourage 
you to commit to policies that support your partners, supply chains and other local 
businesses in reducing their carbon emissions.

 Recycling: Your plans to collect a wider range of waste for recycling are excellent. 
We encourage you to consider how more ‘waste’ might be reused rather than 
recycled. We also ask you to consider what you can do to support local businesses in 
recycling. We are not sure how (apart from actions within the Council itself) but we 
wonder if there is anything you can do to encourage a reduction in waste upstream 
especially with regard to food and packaging.

Health and Wellbeing
We welcome such a complex and multi-facetted issue such as public health becoming a 
responsibility of local councils. Support for local democratisation, giving voice to younger and 
older people, support for the arts, cycling, sport and the outdoors are all excellent 
aspirations. We recognise the challenging funding environment with which these services 
are struggling and encourage you to do all you can to support partners and services 
effectively so that provision can be maintained and enhanced. These aspects of our culture 
are as important to our health and wellbeing as good work, education, social and health 
care.

 We encourage you to increase the green spaces included in new housing 
developments with space for wildlife, play, gardening and allotments.

 We encourage you to meet the growing demand for allotments.
 We encourage you to support local towns and villages interested in introducing 

‘20sPlenty’ onto their streets.
 We encourage you to work with the County Council to establish effective strategies 

for addressing the public health challenges of mental health and obesity in particular.

Chris Loynes
On behalf of Westmorland and Lonsdale Green Party

9th January 2015


